
Utah Public Radio Diversity Statement FY17 
 

 
Diversity Policy 
 
Utah Public Radio (UPR), a statewide service of Utah State University (USU), supports and 
subscribes to USU policies and goals.  
 
USU Policy Number 303: Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity 
[http://www.usu.edu/hr/files/uploads/Policies/303.pdf] outlines USU’s commitment to 
affirmative action and equal opportunity laws, requirements and concepts.  
 

Equal Opportunity in employment and education is an essential priority for Utah State 
University and one to which the University is deeply committed. Utah State University is 
dedicated to providing an equal opportunity climate and an environment free from 
discrimination and harassment for faculty, staff, students, applicants and participants in 
all programs/activities sponsored by USU. In accordance with established laws and 
University policies, the University prohibits discrimination and harassment based on 
race; color; religion; sex (including sexual harassment, pregnancy, childbirth, or 
pregnancy-related conditions); national origin; age; genetic information; sexual 
orientation or gender identity/expression; disability; status as a protected veteran; or 
any other status protected by University policy or local, state, or federal law.  

 
Additional USU AA/EEO-specific policies and associated policies can be viewed at 
http://aaeo.usu.edu/htm/policies-procedures. 
 
 
Diversity Goals   
 

 Increase diversity in programming. 

 Increase diversity in paid internship, work study, and for-credit internship opportunities.  
 
 
Diversity Progress 
 
In addition to creating and airing radio programs to a statewide audience, UPR utilizes social 
media, email, web, and events to publicize content in advance and make it available at UPR.org 
on demand in perpetuity.   
 
A sampling of Access Utah hour-long programs on race, religion, and other forms of diversity. 
 

 http://upr.org/post/bringing-issues-civic-engagement-classroom-margaret-whitt-tuesdays-

access-utah  
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 http://upr.org/post/new-asylums-how-utah-traps-mentally-ill-behind-bars-mondays-access-

utah  

 http://upr.org/post/chris-crowe-and-current-race-issues-utah-and-america-tuesdays-access-

utah   

 http://upr.org/post/race-police-patriotism-free-speech-and-other-issues-thursdays-access-utah  

 http://upr.org/post/journalists-ukraine-and-georgia-perspectives-us-election  

 http://upr.org/post/our-favorite-access-utah-episodes-race-issues-thursday 

 http://upr.org/post/paul-reeve-and-religion-different-color-tuesdays-access-utah 

 http://upr.org/post/conversation-about-1920s-osage-murders-author-david-grann-mondays-

access-utah 

 http://upr.org/post/cache-valley-nami-and-brain-disorders-access-utah 

 http://upr.org/post/discussing-objectified-more-body-wednesdays-access-utah  

 http://upr.org/post/diversity-comic-book-universe-debra-jenson 

 http://upr.org/post/paul-reeve-and-religion-different-color-tuesdays-access-utah  

 http://upr.org/post/bears-ears-monument-designation-special-access-utah-friday  

 http://upr.org/post/ins-and-outs-zinkes-bears-ears-recommendation-tuesdays-access-utah  

 
Objectified: More Than a Body, UPR’s award-winning Original Series addresses serious and 
lifelong consequences associated with objectification. Pieces explore difficult and complex 
topics, like anorexia, pornography addiction, fat phobia, sex trafficking, and domestic violence. 
At the same time, the series provides opportunities for the audience to learn ways to empower 
women and mitigate societal ills. Women mentors and leaders speak about the benefits of 
encouraging female scientists, higher education, and redefining self-worth in the Internet age. 
 

 http://upr.org/post/objectified-running-start  

 http://upr.org/post/objectified-motherdaughter-battle-anorexia  

 http://upr.org/post/objectified-overcoming-pornography-addiction  

 http://upr.org/post/objectified-fat-phobia-exhibit 

 http://upr.org/post/objectified-experimenting-ways-encourage-girl-scientists 

 http://upr.org/post/objectified-uncovering-sex-trafficking-industry-america 

 http://upr.org/post/objectified-lessons-falling-down 

 http://upr.org/post/objectified-escaping-flds-community 

 http://upr.org/post/objectified-one-three 

 http://upr.org/post/objectified-push-higher-education-help-reduce-objectification-
among-women-girls 

 http://upr.org/post/objectified-perils-pretty 
 

Beginning in FY17 and extending into FY18, UPR’s Original Series, Utah Works, showcases how 
people work in Utah. This series based on The Way We Worked, a traveling exhibition created 
by the Smithsonian Institution and the National Archives that explores how work became such 
a central element in American culture. Utah Humanities toured the exhibition in six Utah 
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communities. UPR was there to interview local residents about their work. The project 
revealed diversity on a number of levels including employment, relationships, and values.  
 

 http://upr.org/post/utah-works-romanian-orphans-somali-refugees-and-antelope-
island-through-camera-lens  

 http://upr.org/post/utah-works-dreaming-becoming-engineer 

 http://upr.org/post/utah-works-lifetime-preparation  
 
Roots of Brazil, another UPR Original Series explores Brazil's cultural origins by illuminating 
Salvador da Bahia, a city at the center of the country's rich history. 
 

 http://upr.org/post/roots-brazil-introduction-series-exploring-brazilian-culture 

 http://upr.org/post/roots-brazil-humanitarian-group-projeto-ax-helping-kids-rise-
above-poverty-art  

 http://upr.org/post/roots-brazil-street-drumming-group-olodum-teaches-culture-
through-discipline-and-music  

 http://upr.org/post/roots-brazil-diversity-and-complexities-brazilian-women  

 http://upr.org/post/roots-brazil-martial-art-form-capoeira-preserving-history-and-
tradition  

 
New staff members attend USU’s Sexual Harassment Prevention Training as part of orientation.  
This training is also required for all staff every three years.   
 
UPR’s internship and work-study opportunities attract students across majors, including College 
of Humanities and Social Sciences, College of Science, College of Agriculture and Applied 
Sciences, and Caine College of the Arts. Interns engage in content creation in the forms of 
program production, news, features, graphic design, community engagement, and social media. 
Individuals with diverse backgrounds and/or identities – ethnic, racial, religious, gender, and 
age – have held FY17 internships.  
 
Diversity Initiatives for FY18 
 
UPR plans include 
 

 Creation of new UPR Original Series 
o Crossing Borders, a yearlong storytelling project about people crossing barriers 

to pursue goals or make changes in society 
o A State of Addition: Utah’s Opioid Epidemic 
o Other reporting projects addressing the progress of diversity in society.   

 Continue news coverage of diversity topics throughout the year. 

 Efforts to identify additional sources of funding to further diversity in UPR’s internship 
program.  

 Continue to practice equal opportunity in all employment functions.  
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